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The Presidency
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S E C T I O N  2

Presidential Succession and the Vice Presidency

• How does the Constitution provide for 

presidential succession?

• What are the constitutional provisions for 

presidential disability?

• What is the role of the Vice President?
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The Constitution and Succession

• Presidential succession is 

the plan by which a 

presidential vacancy is filled.

• The 25th Amendment, ratified 

in 1967, made it clear that the 

Vice President will become 

President if the President is 

removed from office.

• The Presidential 

Succession Act of 1947 set 

the order of succession 

following the Vice President.
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Presidential Disability
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• Sections 3 and 4 of the 25th Amendment 

provide procedures to follow when the 

President is disabled.

• The Vice President is to become acting 

President if

(1) the President informs Congress, in writing, “that he is 

unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office,” or 

(2) the Vice President and a majority of the members of 

the Cabinet inform Congress, in writing, that the President 

is thus incapacitated.
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The Vice Presidency

• The Constitution only gives the Vice President two 
duties besides becoming President if the President 
is removed from office:

1) to preside over the Senate, and

2) to help decide the question of presidential 
disability.

• If the office of Vice President becomes vacant, the 
President nominates a new Vice President subject 
to the approval of Congress.

• Today, the Vice President often performs 
diplomatic and political chores for the President. 
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Into the Oval Office

Chapter 13, Section 23 41 5



1 2 3Go To 

Section: 4 5

After all these years I still feel a deep sadness when I think 
of that day.
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Frank Schneemann, BVHS
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Vice President Johnson being sworn in as President after the assignation of 

President Kennedy

Mrs. Kennedy

Vice President 

Lyndon Johnson

Mrs. 

Johnson


