EL Student Behaviors and Teacher Strategies by Proficiency Levels - WRITING


	LEVELS
	STUDENT BEHAVIORS
	RELATED TEACHER STRATEGIES

	1-

Beginning
	· Writes symbolic scribbles

· Uses drawings to represent ideas

· Writes isolated words or expressions which may be copied from the classroom environment

· Uses ungrammatical constructions--representations of English may reflect the first language's syntax.


	· Sight word recognition

· Picture labeling, language functional environment

· Language experience stories using omissions, identifications or associations

· Modified cloze procedures (using word banks or beginning sounds)

· Graphic organizers

· Writer's Workshop

	2-

Early Inter-mediate
	· Begins to use correct spellings but also uses invented spellings

· Writes consonant spellings (b-g, c-t) correctly before vowels

· Scribbles placeholders for unknown orthography

· Uses invented symbols (may reflect the first language)

· Writes short phrases or simple sentences 

· Continues to use some ungrammatical constructions-- may reflect the first language's syntax.
	· Cloze dictation

· Completing dialogues based on prompts or clues

· Written guessing games with descriptions of items ("What am I")

· Writing a short series of directions

· Creating a paragraph based on a sequence of pictures

· Creating a story using substitutions for characters, objects, adjectives, antonyms or synonyms 

· Writer's Workshop

	3-

Inter-mediate
	· Writes longer texts

· Writing shows features of conventional spelling

· Writing shows lack of punctuation

· Written work shows grammatical inaccuracies and awkwardness

· Writes in varied formats (explanations, descriptions, comparisons, and story retellings)

· Uses writing for a variety of purposes


	· Create dialogues, captions, or phone messages

· Journal entries based on personal experiences

· Short descriptions of objects, scenes from pictures

· News telling – who, what, where, when, and why

· Personal letters, interactive journal, postcards, class notes, memos, directions (step by step)

· Letters of inquiry, advertisements, and commercials

· Writer's Workshop



	4-

Early Advanced
	· Writes legible, complex sentences in connected discourse

· Uses varied vocabulary

· Uses conventional spelling most of the time

· Makes few grammatical errors

· Writes detailed summary of story, multi-paragraph narratives, and expository compositions or reports

· Writes using more standard forms including more creative/analytical writing


	· Character sketches 

· Poems (haiku, limerick, here/there frame)

· Eyewitness memoir, autobiographical incidents

· Biographical sketch of self or familiar person or literary character

· Scripts for play or readers theater

· Folk tales, story starters, stories based on a format or template

· News reports, accident reports, advertisements

· Report based on research of a topic

· Job applications and interviews 

· Summaries

· Review of a movie or play

· Library research papers

· Single or multi-paragraph assignments to describe, narrate, analyze, compare or contrast based on an outline or graphic organizer

· Define, support, interpret, or evaluate information from a newspaper article

· Poems to persuade, analyze or make analogies

· Editorials using a template or format

· Business letters (complaint, order, information, etc.)

· Writer's Workshop

	5-

Advanced
	· Writes persuasive compositions, multi-paragraph narratives, and expository compositions 

· Uses standard grammatical forms

· Writes to meet most demands for specific purposes and audiences
	· Multi-paragraph narrative & expository compositions

· Persuasive composition

· Arrange compositions according to patterns of English rhetoric

· Varied beginnings, complex sentences, natural, easy flow

· Writer's Workshop
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